Issue #1
"New Blood"
Part I: Executive Decision
by David Wheatley and Dino Pollard



The United Nations Headquarters, New York. 

Each of the fifteen men and women sitting in the room comprise the membership of the United Nations Security Council. The five permanent members of the United States, Great Britain, France, Russia and China have been joined by the elected members of, Bangladesh, Colombia, Ireland, Jamaica, Mali, Mauritius, Norway, Singapore, Tunisia and the Ukraine for an emergency session called by the United States, in response to a situation that has been developing for some time, of which only now have the details started to come to light. The United States representative started the session, with the blessing of the current President, the member for the United Kingdom.

"The latest information we've received from sources in Genosha say that Magneto has established a second mutant strike force. This one is comprised of powerful alpha-level mutants, possibly moreso than the Acolytes, who were once members of an outlaw group of mutants called X-Force." *

[*Check out X-Force: Fallen Angels for more info--Dino]

"There's also the matter of our research outpost in Alaska," said the Russian delegate.

"What's the current status there?" asked the Colombian member.

"No word. All our attempts to contact them have failed."

The American representative raised his hand. "I think we're forgetting what the serious threat is... and that is Magneto. With the Legacy Virus cured, he could very well be building a mutant army. We have to be prepared for that eventuality." The President shook his head, knowing that the problems in the United States with the mutant menace might have more than a small influence on the matter.

"As we saw during the Enforcer outbreak,* there are plenty of heroes to stand up to Magneto."

[*Back in Apocalypse: Ageless Fury--Dino]

"True, but how much control do we have over those heroes?"

The Russian representative nodded her agreement. "He poses an interesting point... many countries have their own government-sanctioned teams. Japan has Big Hero 6, we have the Winter Guard, Canada has Alpha Flight, and America has the Avengers. Perhaps it's time for the UN to have a team of their own."

"How would we control that, Mr. Secretary?" The Secretary General smiled. He was attending the meeting at the request of the United States, who had discussed the matter with him first and asked him to form a plan of action.

"Fairly easy," he answered. "I believe you all know Colonel Fury. I'll let him handle the specifics of this situation."

Eyes turned to the newcomer in the room. He was dressed in a blue and white uniform, with an eye-patch covering his left eye. His brown hair was short and white at the temples, and he held a lit cigar between his fingers. It hadn’t been so long since he had been in the UN Building for the decision about Wolverine, which was where the Secretary General had mentioned this to him. 


He’d been forced in to a corner on this one, and Fury didn’t like it at all. He’d been told to get the information together, he’d been told it was going to happen and he’d been told that they would be under SHIELD patronage. When he’d asked exactly what patronage meant, he’d been met with a smile and told that something would be worked out. It was this kind of thing that made Fury wonder just who was in charge of SHIELD, or the United Nations for that matter. 

With the problems the United Sates had with organisation over authority within the UN and the ever present issue of funding, it seemed as though they were still dictating things, and for some reason it annoyed the hell out of him. It was true that this was needed but the way they’d gone about it was wrong. So there were going to be some comments on the decisions he’d made, but they’d get to that it a bit.


"Thanks," he said to the Secretary General before looking at the rest of the Security Council. This was going to be interesting. "Everything you've just heard about Magneto is true. We don't know what he's doing in Genosha, just like we don't know what Doom's doing in Latveria. An' basically, it doesn't matter. If you guys wanna form a UN-sanctioned team to help ya sleep easier at night, go right ahead an' do that. Somethin' like this is needed, but it was needed a long time ago."

"What countries would be represented in this team? And how would we be sure that the team leader will remain impartial?” asked the Chinese representative, voicing his concerns.

"Because SHIELD would have one of our own in place as the field commander of this team," Fury replied, knowing that was why the Secertary General had made this a SHIELD issue. It was the best way to keep people happy. Or mostly happy.

"Would this commander be yourself, Colonel?" asked the Russian, cynically, however Fury ignored the tone of his voice.

"I've got other SHIELD business that requires my full attention."* 

[*Check out current issues of X-Force--Dino]

The American representative spoke up once more. "I have a list of possible candidates right here. Katherine Pryde seems like an obvious choice. She's a mutant, and she has past experience as a member of both the X-Men and Excalib--."

"Forget Pryde," Fury stated. "She was a POW up until recently when she was rescued. For now, she's on leave. In my mind, there's only one Agent suitable for something like this."

"And who would that be?"

"The same guy who served as Director in my absence," Fury replied, smiling inwardly at the name he was going to put forward. "GW Bridge, who, I might add, is currently working a desk job in DC because of you guys."

"With Bridge's connections to the terrorist known as Cable, it seemed only wise to put him somewhere where we could keep an eye on him," answered the American, slightly uncomfortable at the insinuation by Fury, which Fury also noted and strained to keep the inward smile becoming an outward one.

"Then you can keep an eye on him as the leader of this little team. I know how he can serve as field commander of this team, while still remaining under your watchful eye in the Helicarrier." This was another thing that grated on him and his smile died.

"How so?" asked the President, intrigued by this.

"The latest in cyborg technology," the American representative began. "From the Helicarrier, Bridge can cybernetically pilot a walking battle tank. It's sort of like a suit of armour, similar to Iron Man's, designed by several of our top scientists.” 

“Bridge's mind will essentially be hooked up to this thing?" asked the Chinese member and the American confirmed it to several murmurs of approval.

"What about the rest of the team?" asked the President of the Colonel.

"It seems fair if we keep the roster limited to nine slots."

"There are far more than nine countries represented in the UN, Colonel,” reminded the Secretary General. “

"189, to be exact,” said Fury. “However, of all the countries represented, how many have government-sanctioned heroes? Any other heroes will be reserve members. Plus, as we are all well aware, Mr Secretary, the Security Council makes decisions based on the votes of nine of the fifteen members, including the big five. It makes sense to have nine as a recurring number."

"I take it you already have a line-up in mind?"

"Right here," Fury stated, holding up several manilla folders. He placed it in front of the Secretary General and the President, who gazed over it and then passed copies to the other members. He was the first to comment.

"According to this, the eight countries that will be represented in the core line-up are Britain, Russia, America, Israel, Greece, Germany, India, and Japan. Reserve members include representatives from France, Canada, Wakanda, and others."

"Nine is as big as yer gonna be able t' get, an’ as I said, it makes it a recurrin’ number," Fury stated. "Plus, havin’ anymore than that makes it difficult t' keep tabs on everyone. When the Avengers came back, there were so many members that they were fallin' over themselves.* We can't have that happenin' this time around. Nine works."

[*That embarassing incident happened in Marvel's Avengers Vol. III #4--Dino]

The President nodded. "We should vote on it. All in favour..." and everyone in the room had a hand up. He smiled. "It's unanimous, then.”

“I’ll brief the General Assembly on the recommendations,” said the Secretary General. “There shouldn’t be any problems in creating a new agency if we make this a peace keeping force. Granted there may be a few grumbles, but there won’t be an issue with getting the required two thirds.”

The President nodded in agreement. “Colonel Fury, get in touch with Agent Bridge. Let him know that he's reinstated as a full agent of SHIELD."

"In that case, there's only one thing ya need..." Fury stated.

"What's that?" and Fury grinned.

"A name."

*****

Out of all the SHIELD Agents present in the Helicarrier, one man stood out. He was dressed in a formal military uniform, holding a duffel bag in one hand. He was a tall, black man, with short, white hair and a goatee to match. 

George Washington Bridge thought that he would never see these halls again. He had assumed that his past with Cable would force him to be a paper pusher until retirement. That all changed when he received a notice telling him he was reinstated as a full agent and told to report to the Helicarrier immediately.


As he wandered through the Helicarrier he could have sworn he saw the Teresa Rourke, member of Cable’s outlaw X-Force team. He was familiar enough with them all from the time they had infiltrated the Helicarrier but when he looked again he was gone. He shook his head, wondering why the hell that he’d see Siryn on board the Helicarrier, and in a SHIELD uniform no less. He’d been away too long he decided, if the agents around him looked like other people. There was a time when he could name each agent individually. There’d been a time when he was Director.

Times had changed and he walked down the corridor that led to the Director’s suite. The metal door at the end of the hall opened up automatically as he approached, and inside the room sat Fury, his face unreadable.

“Welcome back, GW," he said, and stood up, extending his hand.

"Gotta admit, Fury, I'm a bit dumbfounded," Bridge stated, ignoring Fury's hand. "Why was I suddenly reinstated?"

"Because the UN needs you, Bridge." Not SHIELD, the UN, and from Fury’s tone, he wasn’t overly pleased about it. Whether it was with Bridge or whatever was going on, he didn’t know, but he was going to find out.

"For what?" he asked. 

Fury handed him a file. It was labelled Project: EXCALIBUR and had TOP SECRET stamped on it.


NEXT ISSUE: Everything begins to take shape once Nick Fury and GW Bridge find out who the members are, and begin the recruitment drive!



*****

SWORDSTROKES

Welcome to the first issue of Excalibur. First, I gotta thank David Wheatley for volunteering to plot this book. If not for him, Excalibur may have never gotten off the ground (oh, and thanks goes out to Des Davies for volunteering as well, but he was just a tad late, maybe next time, Des ^_^). I've also gotta thank Brad Horton, the kick-ass writer of Cable and my collaborator on X-Men Omega for handling character designs. And finally, I should probably thank Russ Anderson for approving this book (but hey, with David plotting it and Brad drawing character designs, how could he say no? ^_^). 

I should also take this time to say that I was originally going to plot and script Excalibur myself. The idea just came to me one day that a UN-sanctioned team would be pretty cool. Right away, I began to think of possible characters who would be good for the team. Originally, I had planned a Marvel Fanfare story where SHIELD would take down the current War Machine due to his criminal background, and GW Bridge would become the new War Machine and lead Excalibur. But, I couldn't wait for Adnan Khan to finish Marvel Knights so I just decided to create a new identity for Bridge. 

The name for the team was something that took me awhile to come up with. I originally considered Redeemers, but it didn't really fit since they had nothing to redeem. Then, I saw the logo for Marvel's Excalibur limited series, and it just hit me that it was perfect. So, I stuck with Excalibur.

Due to lack of ideas and other projects, I wouldn't be able to plot the book, just script. A friend of mine, Paul A. Hahn, who I've collaborated with on projects for New Marvel, expressed interest in plotting this book and came up with some nifty ideas. Unfortunately, he had to drop out. Will Short offered to plot, but he had to drop out, too. Then, I put out a notice on the Marvel 2000 mailing list, and David was the first to respond. This book seems like a good fit for him, since he's also writing X-Force, which features a SHIELD-sanctioned mutant team.

So, here's hoping Excalibur does well. These guys are some of M2K's most-powerful. They could take those wimpy Avengers any day of the week.


-Dino Pollard
June 10, 2001

This isn’t my book.

Well, let me clarify that, I’m along for the ride.

When I was putting together the proposal for X-Force, Russ voiced concerns over how similar my series would be to the Excalibur series planned by Dino, so we got together an thrashed out some details. He gave up Pete Wisdom so I could use him on X-Force and the series got the go and I idly wondered how my series and Dino’s would fit together. 

Cut to a month later, as I’m finished off the Excalibur series at Marvel X. My Excalibur days are done. Or so I think, never once considering the natural irony of the universe.

Over at Marvel 2000, their new Excalibur series has hit problems and it needs a plotter, using Dino’s characters and the situation he and a couple of others have developed. Except they’ve dropped out, because things happen and there’s very little you can do about it. So Dino’s having a hard time and sends out the request for help. I figure ‘why the hell not?’ throw my hat in the ring and I get the job. Which puts Marvel 2000’s best writer and the writer of Marvel 2000’s best title on the same project for the first time. 

Or to put it another way ‘Oh, my…’

I’m not the best plotter in the world. I take a premise and run with it, adding stuff as I write because the best ideas come to me as I do that, so this is a new approach for me. Dino’s voiced his concerns over how short my layout for the issue is, but I’ve seen his words, and I’ve added some little embellishments to it with the details for the United Nations and Fury’s reaction to this whole project. 95% of the book is his.

I make up the plots, I add little touches but in my mind, this isn’t my book, because it’s Dino’s. He was working on this long before I was and I’m just tagging along. That said, I do have some interesting things planned. Dino hopes Excalibur does well. With his characters and words combined with my ideas, I don’t see how this can fail.


David
June 11, 2001

